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Driving along in my automobile….

S

o go the opening words from an old song from back in the day, driving and music
they just go hand in hand, for most of us music in the car is very much a vital part
of the RV travellers lifestyle. Given the long distances that are travelled in this land
down under often entails most of us would be lost without our favourite sound tracks
lling the car as the miles click away. Now radio stations can o er a change of pace or
style of music however the reception quality can be very short lived as we track along.
Well we may have another great option for you to consider, both as entertainment
and also information to help make your road trips no matter the destination or journey
length a richer and more enjoyable experience.
Podcasts are not a new idea and in fact they have been around in many forms and
covering many subjects for a few years now however we believe that Adventures On
The Road Podcasts brought to you by Shane and Jodie Adamson in partnership with
us at OTR may well be a rst for a truly dedicated RV touring production. This new
series of RV focused Podcasts is a project which we are very excited to be part of and
working with Shane and Jodie is a pleasure. Now if you are not familiar with Podcasts
then you will be very pleased as they are dead simple to use, they are FREE and you
don’t get sent a mass of junk mail or the like.
To nd out how to use to use and play Adventures On The Road Podcasts simply go
to www.adventuresontheroad.com.au and the website will take you through the very
simple steps to set yourselves up and then you are good to go. With two new episodes
each month covering all subjects RV we are sure you will become a regular listener very
quickly. Music will always be king on the road but now you have another option, one
that will provide you with great stories, information and a little light-hearted fun.
We are up at the Queensland Caravan and Camping Super Show as we put this
issue of OTR to bed and it’s one that has plenty to o er, with a great selection of destinations, and festivals from all parts of this land. Many of you will be about to head o
soon, NORTH does seem to be a very popular direction, wherever and whenever you
enjoy the journey and as ever stay safe and don’t forget to check out the Adventures
on the Road Podcasts.
I trust you enjoy the issue and until next time enjoy and good listening, cheers.
Gregg Haythorpe
Editor/Publisher.
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER ISSUE OF OTR ON SALE 22 AUGUST 2019.
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GREAT LITTLE
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Glenelg

Australian’s have a long
history with beachlife
and we visit a terri c
museum celebrating our
attraction to the sea
Story and photography by
VIVIENNE PEARSON

G

lenelg, one of Adelaide’s much-loved
beachside locales, already has much so
much to o er visitors that it was a delightful surprise to discover that is also hosts
an excellent local history museum.
Located right at the end of Adelaide’s tram
line, the Bay Discovery Centre is easily accessible but surprisingly hidden. Look for the majestic Town Hall building on your right as you
leave the tram. The museum, established in
2001 for the centenary of Federation, is open
and airy, spread across two levels and a mezzanine.
I suggest that you head upstairs rst but
leave time for downstairs before you go.
Indigenous history
The rst exhibit, rightly so, is dedicated to
Indigenous history of the area, with acknowledgement of the Patawilya people of Kaurna
country (pronounced ‘Garna’), who enjoyed
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the resource rich environment and moved
seasonally between the coast and the
foothills.
Settlement history
South Australia is the only British Colony to be founded as a result of an act of
the British Parliament, with the ‘South Australia Act’ of 1834 forming the ‘Province of
South Australia’.
Yet, South Australia had an even more
unique beginning. The idea of a self-supporting colony (as opposed to the penal
colonies of New South Wales and Van Dieman’s Land) was rst proposed by Edward
Gibbon Wake eld who was neither a politician, nor a Lord, but a prisoner!
Wake eld wrote letters outlining his
plan from his prison cell in the 1830s. He
never saw for himself the success of his
ideas, emigrating after his release to New
Zealand rather than Australia. One of the
signs for this section of the museum rightly
points out that ‘It is not without irony that
the convict-free colony owes its origin to a
prisoner’.
You are guided into the next stage of
the museum by the authoritative gure of
Colonel William Light, a man known as the
founder of Adelaide, who arrived o Kangaroo Island in August 1836 and selected
Glenelg’s Holdfast Bay as the best site for
disembarkation. Light then managed to
ON THE ROAD July/August 2019

survey the basics of the city that would become Adelaide in trying conditions without
adequate tools, transport or people (a telling example of the risks of quoting on a job
before truly understanding the conditions
you’ll be working under).
The serious stu
The Bay Discovery Centre manages to
nd a perfect balance between the serious
and the fun as well as high-level and dayto-day history.
In the ‘serious’ category are exhibits
about Federation and the region’s wartime history. There is also a section with
maritime history, including an amazing collection of relics and personal e ects from
shipwrecks (my favourite is the colourful
collection of glass marbles, many of which
were originally stoppers on bottles).
There is also homage to local heroes.
Charles James Melrose was an airman
who competed in the 1934 London to Melbourne air race. At only 21 years old, he
was reportedly a dashing as well as very
skilled young man.
Melrose may be largely forgotten to
history but better remembered is Douglas
Mawson, the Antarctic explorer, who in
his later life lived in nearby Brighton and is
buried nearby. It is sobering to read a little
about his explorations and see the altimeter he used on the original Australasian

Antarctica expedition that took place between 1911 and 1914.
The fun stu
If you travelled to the centre by tram,
you’ll especially enjoy sitting on an old tram
seat to watch a movie about the history of
this means of transportation in Adelaide.
As you hear how excited Adelaideans
were to replace trams ( rst horse drawn,
then electric) with diesel busses, you can
ponder the irony of the fact that Adelaide
has recently opened a new extension to
the city-end of the tram line.
Glenelg is all about sun, sand and salt,
so it is ideal that the Bay Discovery Centre has a big focus on the beach. Did you
know that Glenelg used to be home to
Luna Park? It didn’t last for long but, for a
few years, this was home to the Big Dipper
that now resides in Sydney’s Luna Park.
Get into the fun of the fair by swapping a
$2 coin for a penny to try out the Mutoscope (an early motion picture device).
Take in images of the Glenelg jetty of
old – complete with elaborate tearoom and
aquarium, a real contrast to the simple current jetty. You can then head upstairs to the
mezzanine level to explore the swimsuit
and shells collections.
Downstairs
The downstairs level (the one you rst
entered to) hosts short term exhibitions,

GREAT LITTLE

Glenelg

Above:
Centre Top:
Centre:
Far Left:
Below:

Glenelg. In the past, this space has been a
gallery for the touring National Photographic Portrait Prize and has showcased Indigenous art.
Before leaving, you must head around
the corner to see the beautifully restored
bathing box. These boxes have long been a
marker of both social prestige and practical
ingenuity in seaside towns. This particular
one, whose history includes being bought
for 25 pounds in 1946, was restored plank
by plank after being used as a garden shed
in a nearby backyard.
You can listen to locals’ memories of
Glenelg Beach, including John Webster telling of how his father was arrested, in 1931,
for bathing topless! This bathing box is a tting end to your visit before heading out to
enjoy the rest of Glenelg’s delights, always
with an eye to the past.
Want more
As you explore Glenelg, keep an eye
out for some other historical references.
A roundabout on the walking path just a
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minute or two’s walk south bears a creative mosaic additional homage to Charles
Melrose’s ying exploits. Keep walking to
see a giant reproduction of a photo of Glenelg from the 1930s on the wall next to the
Broadway Kiosk Café.
See if you can imagine the original jetty
and, if you are visiting on a calm and sunny
day, the destructive nature of some of the
big storms of the past. Head to St Jude’s
cemetery to see the grave of Douglas Mawson, or pop into the Beach House amusement arcade (located just behind the Bay
Discovery Centre) to ride on the 120+ years
old carousel that was originally part of the
Luna Park entertainment.
And, if visiting the museum has whet
your appetite for more, take advantage of
the self-guided walks (booklets are available in the information centre at the front of
the Bay Discovery Centre) or join a guided
walking tour, which departs from the centre
a couple of times a week (bookings recommended).

FACT FILE
Bay Discovery Centre is a social
history museum run by Holdfast Bay Council. It is located
in amongst all the action of
Glenelg. Housed within the Town
Hall building, it is at Mosely
Square, right at the end of the
tram line on Jetty Road.
The Centre is open 10:00am –
4:00pm every day except for
Christmas Day, New Year’s Day
and Good Friday. Entry is by
gold coin donation. Exhibits are
across two levels and a mezzanine (accessible by lift or stairs).
The centre is open and bright, allowing you to be drawn to topics
of interest. It is easy to spend up
to a couple of hours exploring.
See https://www.holdfast.sa.gov.
au/discover-our-place/historyculture/bay-discovery-centre

